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To make your  
 own compost bin
  You will need a rectangular container made from wood, stacked-up 

bricks or posts with chicken wire nailed to them and lined with plastic 
or thick cardboard. 

  You will also need a ‘lid’ to keep the heat in and pests out. It will also 
protect the heap from the rain. The ‘lid’ could be a piece of old carpet 
or a plastic sheet. 

  The compost bin must be free draining to allow excess water to  
run away. 

 There should also be some small holes or slits to allow air in.

  Place the compost bin on soil. Any liquid seeping from it can drain 
into the soil. This will also allow micro-organisms and mini-beasts 
to ‘move in’ and aid the composting process and prevent anaerobic 
decomposition.

  The best compost is made from a mixture of ‘green’ and ‘brown’ 
food. If only ‘green’ food is used, you will end up with a slimy mess! 
Approximately two-thirds of the compost should be made up of 
‘green’ food and one-third should be ‘brown’.

	 •	‘Green’	food:	garden	waste	and	food	scraps
	 •		‘Brown’	food:	woody	materials,	e.g.	dried	grass,	dead	leaves,	

sawdust, hay (these will help to absorb excess liquid)

	 Some	surprising	items	which	can	be	composted:	
	 •	Kitchen	paper	roll,	
	 •	Feathers,	
	 •	Hair,	
	 •	Fur,	
	 •	Cotton	wool,	
	 •	Rabbit/gerbil/hamster	bedding

	 Items	which	cannot	be	composted:	
	 •	Meat	and	fish	scraps,	including	bones,	
	 •	Diseased	plants,	
	 •	Cooked	foods,	
	 •	Coloured/glossy	paper,	
	 •	Soot	and	coal	ash,	
	 •	Nappies,	
	 •	Used	paper	
	 •	Tissues	(due	to	risk	of	spreading	infection)

You can either buy a compost bin (from a garden centre, a DIY store  
or your District Council) or make your own.
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Looking after your compost bin:
  Turn the materials at regular intervals to keep the air flowing. Without enough oxygen the micro-organisms 

will die, the waste materials cannot decay properly and the compost bin will become very smelly.

 If it’s dry, add water, if it’s too wet add more ‘brown’ materials.

 Woody materials (e.g. branches) may need to be chopped up or shredded before being composted.

	 	Higher	temperatures	speed	up	the	rotting,	composting	process.	Therefore,	during	the	summer	months	
compost will be produced more quickly.

  You should have a supply of nutrient-rich compost in approximately six months. This can be spread onto 
the surface of the soil or dug into the top few centimetres.
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