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Activity 1
Take your fingerprints
It’s easy to take your own fingerprints. All you need is an ink pad. Roll one of your fingers onto the ink surface, then press it carefully onto a sheet 
of paper. Remember that you’re trying to show up the pattern of lines on the surface of your finger, so don’t use too much ink. You could try taking 
prints from your class and see how they compare with your own. 

See if you can spot the following types:

Arch              Loop

Tented Arch             Whorl

Go around the class and look at everyone’s fingerprints. Complete the table above. Put a tick in each column and see if you can decide which is 
the most and the least common type of fingerprint.

• The most common fingerprint type was _______  • Why was the table drawn with the headings at the bottom?

• The least common fingerprint type was _______ 

Arch Loop Tented Arch Whorl
Fingerprint types
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Activity 2
Removing fingerprints from a surface

There are several ways to extract fingerprints from a surface. They can be dusted with powder or treated with special chemicals.

In this experiment, you will use fingerprint dusting.

Activity directions

To make your prints on the drinking glass, pick the glass up as you would if you were going to take a drink, and then put it down carefully.

Put on your disposable gloves.

Dip your brush into the fingerprint powder. 

Apply the powder to the surface of the drinking glass in a light, twirling motion. Avoid getting a lot of powder on the drinking glass. Excess 
powder will ruin the fingerprint.

Gently brush any extra powder away from the print.

To lift the print, press a short section of sticky tape onto the powdered print.

Carefully pull off the tape. Stick it on to a piece of paper or card. If you are using white powder the paper must be black. If you are using the 
black powder use white paper.

Examine the print using a magnifying glass.

If you want to see the print more clearly use a digital camera in ‘macro’ mode to photograph the print. Download the picture into a photo 
manipulation application such as Adobe Photoshop Elements and increase the contrast. By careful use of even simple software the print 
can be greatly enhanced and look really professional.


